A piece of vacant
land has helped
20 HIV-positive
women in Tamil
Nadu get back
their self-esteem
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n Radhapuram, a small vil-
lage in Tamil  Naduo's
Tmmivalidiﬂh'ii:t a group
of 20 HI'V-positive women led
the life of the destitute. Their

It all started with a small plece
of vacant land, earmarked for
windmills by an energy company
Local activists approached Suzlon
Energy, the company, through an
NGO working in the area and re-
quested it allow Radhapuram's 20
HIV-positive women {o use it Hll

Land

to land, says what happened at
Radhapuram was not unexpect-
ed. “It has been proven that ac-
cess to natural resources is vital
for the emﬂﬁedseﬂimdﬂm

new

- Radhapuram is already
ing clones. Suglon is mpﬂm
R e s
near
The beneficlaries are 20-odd
women from the socig-economi-
cally hackwmﬂ mmuumw of

:Khmammnm
land in Udethur has a
water-pliimp and sev-
eral full-grown co-
conut and other
trees. It represents.
“a platform and an
opportunity” for
them to take control
of their lives, she




